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Summary

During the 2006 Lebanon War (July 12™ to August 14™ 2006), Nasrallah delivered ten
speeches to the Lebanese media that were intended to influence the battle in his favor,
cause panic and confusion in Israel and establish the image of a justified organization
which will bring Lebanon its victory over Israel. These speeches were part of the
media campaign carried out by Nasrallah. The goal of this thesis is to present
Nasrallah's speeches as a whole while reviewing them in light of the context in which
they were delivered. Thus, this essay examined the speeches and the manner in which
Nasrallah presented his actions and decisions, including the range of messages he
delivered to the Lebanese public, the various persuasion methods which were used by
him and the motifs in those speeches. This examination helped understanding the

way Nasrallah led the media campaign during the 2006 Lebanon War.

The study found that the messages of Hassan Nasrallah focused on four main themes,
which appeared in every one of his speeches: Islam, the Lebanese nationality, politics
(internal and foreign affairs) and modus operandi against Israel. In each of these
messages Nasrallah used different persuasion methods. As for the Islamic messages
in his speeches, Nasrallah concealed his Shiite element and diminished his occupation
on the matter of religious disputes between the various communities in Lebanon in
order to soothe their differences and create unity among the people. At the same time,
it seems that Nasrallah's goal was to try and leverage the war as a religious war in
which all the faithful had to take part. These, together with many references to the
Koran and repeated calls for self-sacrifice, were a central feature in the Islamic

messages in Nasrallah's speeches.

Regarding the Lebanese nationality messages, Nasrallah aimed to unify the Lebanese
and encourage them to support him using the only common ground in Lebanon — the
nationalism. Regarding the political messages, Nasrallah once again drew away from
conflicts - such as avoiding dealing with the future of Hezbollah's weapons - and
called for a social and political unity and subjection to the government. In addition,
Nasrallah was careful to keep a low profile of his ties to Syria and Iran. In terms of

the foreign affairs it seemed that during the war Nasrallah changed his attitude



towards the Arab nations. At first he asked for their aid. Later on, after not getting
any help from them, he harshly criticized them. This was unlike any other persuasion
methods during the war, which were all mostly the same during all stages. As for the
international community, Nasrallah's attitude towards it was deceiving: on the one
hand he asked for their help and on the other hand - while speaking to the Lebanese

people - he criticized them.

Regarding the messages dealing with the conduct towards Israel it's clear that
Nasrallah, who addressed both the Israeli and Lebanese public, had three main goals.
First, justifying the kidnapping of the Israeli soldiers. Second, damaging Israel's
image by accusing it of killing innocent people, using excessive force and spreading
lies, as well as contempt for the Israeli leadership and the IDF's high command.
Third, emphasizing the composure and control of the situation as well as Hezbollah's
capability to withstand the IDF's offensive. From the Lebanese aspect, it seems that
these persuasion methods are intended to reinforce the status of Nasrallah and justify
the way Hezbollah chose to act, alongside the demonization of Israel and abolishing
its image of invincibility. From the Israeli aspect, it seems that these persuasion
methods were intended to cause confusion and unrest among the citizens of Israel

against the Israeli leadership.

Among the messages and persuasion methods mentioned above, one could find
similar characteristics. These "similar characteristics" are the repeating motifs in
Hassan Nasrallah's speeches which appear throughout all the persuasion methods and
all types of messages. The different motifs can be divided into four groups: Culture
and religion motifs, society related motifs, motifs related to the struggle against Israel
and motifs related to the image of Nasrallah and the Lebanese public solicitation to

support him.

The study also attempted to assess the success of the media campaign conducted by
Nasrallah during the 2006 Lebanon War, both against Israel and the Arab world. As
for success in the Arab world, Arab media seemed divided into two streams. The first
- fans who embraced most of Nasrallah's messages and shared the perceptions of

Nasrallah. The second — those who opposed and criticized him.



As for success on the Israeli front, it seems that Nasrallah received a sweeping
success. Israeli public had expected his speeches and watched them live. Nasrallah
was able to deliver his messages by dozens of Israeli reporters who dealt with each
speech frantically. In addition, he manages to create himself the image of a reliable
and dangerous man. This campaign, led indirectly to the decline of the credit given
by the Israeli public to its political and military leadership. Creating that sense of
fear, confusion and internal disputes led by Nasrallah's speeches, teach that Nasrallah
achieved his goals in the psychological warfare against Israel during the 2006

Lebanon War.

The study also examined whether the ways Nasrallah spoke during the war (his
speech elements) were unique to this period for being an “emergency"” period, or
whether Nasrallah also adopted similar ways at different public appeals during
different times. This was conducted by examining three key speeches that Nasrallah
gave after the war, in the years 2007 to 2010. In light of this examination it was
revealed that Hassan Nasrallah has used the same speech elements as those which
were in use throughout the 2006 Lebanon war. Nevertheless, there was a basic
difference between the periods - wartime compared to non-fighting times. This
difference enabled Nasrallah to make exceptions from the line he took during the war.
For example, in speeches given in the "non-fighting times" he dealt specifically with
ethnic matters and the political controversy - topics which he avoided during the war

in order to minimize the criticism against him and Hezbollah.

The examination of the speeches led to several important conclusions that could be
divided into two groups: First - conclusions regarding the essence of Hezbollah.
Second - conclusions regarding the use of the media by Nasrallah. As for the first
group:

1. The future of Hezbollah's weapons and its transformation into a political
movement (with no armed forces) - it appears that Hezbollah will aim not to
lay down its arms and not dismantle its armed forces, regardless of Israel's
future steps.

2. The national identity of Hezbollah - it seems that the organization did not
abandon its Shiite identity and perceives it as more important than the
Lebanese patriotism. Nasrallah had used the Lebanese nationalism, while



displaying it as the most important interest, in order to promote both

Hezbollah's and the Shiite's community objectives.

As for the conclusions regarding the use of the media by Nasrallah throughout the
war:

1. The success of the media campaign conducted by Nasrallah against Israel - it
was clear that Nasrallah was able to produce a deterrent effect against Israel
and led many Israelis to listen intently to each one of his speeches in the
Israeli media while the reporters interpretated them. All these have led to
significant achievements of Hezbollah in the psychological battleground that
included discouragement and a sense of confusion among lIsrael's citizens.
Meanwhile, Israel's failure to deal with Hezbollah's media front was
noticeable, mainly due to the lack of a senior Israeli figure who would respond
to the various speeches.

2. Nasrallah's effort to present himself as one who acts passively and
defensively- This study revealed that Hassan Nasrallah was careful to present
himself as one who doesn't initiate measures against Israel, but only responds
to Israeli aggression when necessary and only after a direct Israeli
provocation. This conduct had enabled him to define the outcome of the war
as a victory for Hizbollah (because the organization succeeded in protecting
Lebanon from Israeli occupation and from a long-term Israeli presence). In
addition, this behavior assisted Nasrallah in dealing with the criticism directed

towards the organization both during the war and subsequently.

These conclusions led to a number of recommendations which could have helped
Israel in its media campaign during the 2006 Lebanon War and perhaps even be used
in a future conflict with Hezbollah, in which Nasrallah is expected to conduct similar
media pattern. First, Israel should have conducted a media campaign. A media
campaign against Nasrallah and Hezbollah, could have been achieved with Israeli
broadcasts aimed to demolish Nasrallah's image and arguments in the eyes of the
Israeli public, along with reducing the Israeli media's preoccupation with his
speeches. At the same time, Israel could have tried to influence the Lebanese
population - using a senior Israeli figure who would constitute a worthy rival for

Nasrallah - in order to shatter Nasrallah's arguments. Israel should have emphasized



the message that Nasrallah was the main element responsible for the destruction of
Lebanon, had worked for the Shiites' interests and for foreign interests, led by his
subordination to Syria and Iran. All of that with no real excuse of an Israeli

occupation and without any provocation by Israel.
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